[A benign form of osteopetrosis. Case report].
Osteopetrosis is a disease in which a disturbance in the resorption of bone formed by endochondral ossification takes place. The cause of the osteoclast insufficiency is unknown. In the literature, the etiology of the disease is discussed in relation to the complete absence of cathepsin K synthesis, a cysteine protease. In our case report, we demonstrated cathepsin K expression in the osteoclast cells of the benign form of osteopetrosis. We also found the macrophage marker CD 68 in these osteoclast cells, whereas other mononuclear phagocytic cells were not present in the vicinity of osteoclasts. The inhibition of osteoclast cells by phagocytes is unlikely.